importunate reproaches of his conscience.' There is no trace in the Confessions that his conscience had anything to say at the time. Hatzfeld commits the familiar anachronism of the hagio-grapher. For my part, I think it more profitable to study events in the century and the environment in which they occurred, and I am forced to conclude that Augustine's conduct in his youth was unusually regular. We have an interesting poem by Paulinus of Pella, a grandson of the poet Ausonius, which affords a valuable insight into the mind of even the Christian community of the fourth and fifth centuries on these matters. Paulinus, a wealthy Roman of Aquitaine, had become a notably religious man after the barbarian invasions; and in the retirement of his villa, in his eighty-third year (about 459 B.C.), had written a pious and penitent autobiography, with the title of the 'Eucharisticos.' The writer innocently remarks that he was careful to guard ' the treasure of chastity' (carum pudorem) in his later youth ;a; and his statement finds grave confirmation in Augustine's own sermons.
